
 1 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church  
West & East Bay, Central Valley, and Southern California  

Member congregations of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (clclutheran.org) 
 

320 Moorpark Way - Mountain View, California  94041-1600 
 
 

Pastor: Luke Bernthal

Email: lbernthal@live.com     Cell: (402) 389-2147 

Church Office: (650) 964-5915   
 

Online Video Production: Chris Holt, Julia Bernthal, Scott Mueller 
 

Websites: ststephenclc.org (East Bay) - sslcwest.org (West) 
 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran School Staff: Isaac & Mikkela Schmitt (Teachers),  

Julia Bernthal (Administrator), Pastor Luke Bernthal (Principal) 
 

School Office: (650) 961-2071 School Website: ssls.org 
 

August 4, 2024      Pentecost 11 
 

 

 We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning. 

We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.  

We invite you to join us every Sunday.   

 
 

 

 Preparation for Worship:  Read Psalm 145 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible)  

 

 

 

Our Worship Services will be Posted to Our Website Each Sunday Evening. 

To Watch our Worship Service Online Please Click This Link:  
 

 https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 

 

 

http://www.sslcwest.org/
https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html


 2 

Opening Hymn: 545  Word of God, Come Down on Earth                                 LSB 545 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: James Quinn, 1919–2010   Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73, alt. 
Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862   Tune: Public domain 

 

 THE INVOCATION 

We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
(TLH, page 15) 

  

P  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS 
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.  

  

P  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 



 3 

  

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C  Who made heaven and earth. 
 

P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

C  And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 
  

C  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a  poor, miserable sinner, confess unto 

Thee all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and 

justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and by the authority and command of 

our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

 

THE GLORIA PATRI 
Latin for “Glory to the Father”  (TLH, page 16) 

 

 

 

THE SALUTATION (Greeting) 
  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And with thy spirit. 
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THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
The main thoughts for the day are “collected” together in this prayer.  

  

P Merciful Father, You gave Your Son Jesus as the heavenly bread of life. Grant us faith to 

feast on Him in Your Word and Sacraments that we may be nourished unto life 

everlasting.  We pray this through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
God speaks to us.  

 

First Reading  Exodus 16:2-15, 31 (EHV)  

 

2 
The entire Israelite community grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness. 
3 

The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the LORD’s hand in the 

land of Egypt, when we sat around pots of meat and ate as much food as we wanted, 

but now you have brought us out into this wilderness to have this whole community die 

of hunger.” 
4 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Watch what I will do. I will rain down bread from 

heaven for you, and the people will go out each day and gather enough for that day. In 

this way I will test whether they will follow my instructions or not. 
5 

On the sixth day 

they will prepare what they bring in, and it will be twice as much as they gather on the 

other days.” 
6 

So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “At evening you will know that it was 

the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
7 

and in the morning you will see 

the Glory of the LORD, because he has heard your constant grumbling against the LORD. 

Who are we that you should grumble against us?” 
8 

Moses said, “Now the LORD will give you meat to eat in the evening and as much 

bread as you want in the morning, because the LORD has heard your grumbling against 

him. Who are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against the LORD.” 
9 

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Tell the entire Israelite community, ‘Come before 

the LORD, because he has heard your grumbling.’” 
10 

As Aaron spoke to the entire 

Israelite community, they turned toward the wilderness, and suddenly the Glory of 

the LORD appeared in the cloud. 
11 

The LORD spoke to Moses: 
12 

“I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Say to 

them, ‘At evening you will eat meat, and in the morning you will eat bread until you 

are full. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God.’” 
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13 
So in the evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning a layer of 

dew surrounded the camp. 
14 

When the layer of dew was gone, there were thin flakes on 

the surface of the wilderness, thin as frost on the ground. 
15 

When the Israelites saw it, 

they said to one another, “What is it?” because they did not know what it was. 

Moses said to them, “This is the bread which the LORD has given to you as food to eat. 
 

…
31 

The house of Israel called it manna. It looked like white coriander seed, and it 

tasted like wafers made with honey. 

 

THE GRADUAL 

When God speaks to us in His Word it is natural for us to respond.  We sing “Hallelujah!”—meaning  “Praise the Lord!” 
  

P  Blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it. Allelujah! 
 

 

  

P  The second reading is from Ephesians 4:17-24. 

C  Glory be to Thee, O Lord! 

  

Second Reading   Ephesians 4:17-24 (EHV) 
 

17 
So I tell you this and testify to it in the Lord: Do not walk any longer as the Gentiles 

walk, in their futile way of thinking. 
18 

They are darkened in their understanding, 

alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, due to the 

hardness of their hearts. 
19 

Because they have no sense of shame, they have given 

themselves over to sensuality, with an ever-increasing desire to practice every kind of 

impurity. 
20 

But you did not learn Christ in that way, 
21 

if indeed you have heard of him and 

were taught in him (since the truth is in Jesus). 
22 

As far as your former way of life is 

concerned, you were taught to take off the old self, which is corrupted by its deceitful 

desires, 
23 

and to be renewed continually in the spirit of your mind, 
24 

and to put on the 

new self, which has been created to be like God in righteousness and true holiness. 
   

P  Here ends our second reading. 

C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ!  
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THE NICENE CREED  
We boldly confess what we believe. (TLH, p. 22) 

  

C   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten 

not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things were made;  

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven And was incarnate by 

the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made man; And was crucified also for us 

under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand 

of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the 

dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth 

from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets.  And I believe one holy Christian and 

Apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for 

the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day:  625  Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread                            LSB 625 
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Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: Theütsch kirchen ampt, 1525, Strassburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THE SERMON 

John 6:25-35 (EHV) 

[The day after Jesus’ miraculous feeding of the 5000] 
25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they asked him, “Rabbi, when 

did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: You are not 

looking for me because you saw the miraculous signs, but because you ate the 

loaves and were filled. 27 Do not continue to work for the food that spoils, but for 

the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on 

him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him, “What 

should we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the 

work of God: that you believe in the one he sent.” 30 Then they asked him, “So what 

miraculous sign are you going to do, that we may see it and believe you? What 

miraculous sign are you going to perform? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the 

wilderness, just as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus 

said to them, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Moses did not give you the bread from 

heaven, but my Father gives you the real bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of 

God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 “Sir,” 

they said to him, “give us this bread all the time!” 35 “I am the Bread of Life,” Jesus 

told them. “The one who comes to me will never be hungry, and the one who 

believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

    

Sermon Theme:  “Bread Cravings” 
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 In what way(s) is Jesus and His Word like “bread” in a spiritual sense? (v. 33) 
 

 

 

 How can we satisfy our spiritual “bread cravings”? (V. 35)  

 

 

 How can you apply Jesus’ words in v. 27 to your life this week: “Do not continue 

to work for the food that spoils, but for the food that endures to eternal 

life, which the Son of Man will give you.” 

 

 

 

THE OFFERTORY 
(TLH, p. 22-23)  

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS 
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money, remembering that He has first given to us 

that we might have to give to Him. 
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THE GENERAL PRAYER 
(Pastor) 

 

Sermon Hymn / Pre-Communion Hymn:  629  What is this Bread?            LSB 629 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951 
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862 
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THE PREFACE/ PROPER PREFACE 
Now we approach the Sacrament, the Lord’s Supper, in which the Lord comes to bless us with His very body and blood. 

We move toward the Sacrament with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration. (TLH, p. 24-25)  
  

P  The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P  Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

P  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 

  

P  It is truly fitting, right, and spiritually beneficial that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks unto You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his 

name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory.  

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:   

 

THE SANCTUS 
Latin: “Holy.”  We join our voices to the angels who sing, "Holy, Holy, Holy" round about His throne and we welcome Him 

with the Palm Sunday multitude who sang, "Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the Highest!”  
(TLH, p. 26) 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil.   

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
  

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
(Pastor) 

The words spoken by Jesus the night He instituted the Lord’s Supper by which our Lord assured to His Church the real 

presence of His sacramental body and blood for all time. 

  

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
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THE AGNUS DEI 
Latin: “Lamb of God.”  As we approach the Table of Forgiveness, we want to think only of that Lamb of God who was 

sacrificed for us on Calvary's cross. (TLH, page 28) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
Note to our Guests:  We are so glad you are worshiping with us today!   

The Word of God treats the Lord’s Supper with great care.  The Word of God considers the Lord’s Supper to 

be a wonderful Means of Grace – a way in which Christ forgives and blesses. It is also considered an 

opportunity for congregations to express unity and oneness (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) – that is, to say to the 

world “This is what we believe!” But God’s Word also warns against taking the Sacrament to our judgment  

(1 Corinthians 11:27-30).  For these reasons our congregation asks that you fully understand our teachings 

before partaking. We respectfully ask that those who have joined this congregation through public 

confession of faith, or who are members of another congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Confession 

(CLC) approach the altar at the usher’s direction. Speak to our pastor anytime and he will be glad to provide 

the information you would need – and want. We look forward to communing together, Lord willing, in the 

future.  
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 THE NUNC DIMITTIS 
Latin: “Now Dismiss.”  Simeon’s words after seeing the Christ Child. (Luke 2:29-32)  

(TLH, p. 29) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BENEDICTION 
The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26). 

  

P   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

          The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

          The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn:  540  Christ, the Word of God Incarnate  (please stand for last verse)                         
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing To the Father’s home on high, 

Christ, the truth that frees the captive, Christ, the life that cannot die. 

Mediator to the Father, Sacrifice and great High Priest: 

Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, There to share Your wedding feast. 
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D 6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 

Christ, the life and resurrection, Christ, the Church’s glorious head: 

Praise and thanks and adoration And unending worship be 

To the Father and the Spirit And to You eternally. 
 
Text: Steven P. Mueller, 1964   Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Acknowledgments - Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 

Scripture quotations marked EHV are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®)  

© 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

 

Announcements 

 

Today:  St. Stephen – West (Mt. View): Bible Class – 9am 

8/4/24                Worship w/ Communion – 10am 
        
 

St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward):  

                       Worship w/ Communion – 1pm 

      Congregational Meeting – 2pm 
         

Next Sunday:   

8/11/24  St. Stephen – West (Mt. View): Bible Class – 9am 

 Joint Worship Service – 10am 

                   Joint Congregational Meeting /  

       Call Meeting / Voter’s Meeting – 11:15am 

NOTE: A light lunch will be provided during the meeting. 

     Women’s Auxiliary Meeting – (after voter’s meeting) 

                                                

St. Stephen – South (Ontario): Worship & Bible Study – 6:30pm 

 

No East Bay (Hayward) Worship Service 
    

   Online Worship Services -https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 

 

In Your Mailboxes and in the Church Entry – St. Stephen Church Calendar – August 

 
 

https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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East Bay Congregational Meeting (Hayward) – TODAY @ 2pm –  

St. Stephen-East Bay will be having a congregational meeting to discuss the current state of 

our congregation and our plans going forward.  Our congregations have also received a 

pastor call list from CLC President Wilke that can be discussed.  All East Bay congregation 

members are invited and encouraged to attend.  This meeting will be in advance of the joint 

congregational meeting that is planned for Sunday, August 11
th

 in Mountain View (see 

announcement below). 

 

Joint Congregational Meeting in Mountain View – Next Sun., August 11
th

 @ 11:15am – 

We are planning on having a joint congregational meeting following our joint worship 

service on Sunday, August 11
th

 in Mountain View at 11:15am.  We will be discussing the 

current state of our congregations and our plans going forward.  We will also be discussing 

the pastoral call list and, Lord willing, having a call meeting to extend a call to our next 

pastor.  All of our congregation members are invited and encouraged to attend.  The voting 

members of both congregations are, of course, strongly encouraged to attend this important 

meeting.  A light lunch will be provided during the meeting for those attending.  Members at 

a distance who cannot attend in person will be able to attend via Zoom.  

Pastor’s Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8729663333 

 

St. Stephen-West (Mt. View) Voter’s Meeting - Church Council Position – Sun., 8/11 - 

We will be conducting a voter's meeting on Sunday, August 11
th

 (after the joint 

congregational meeting) to fill our slate of officers for the remaining months of 2024.   

 

Southern California Worship and Bible Study – NEXT Sunday 8/11 @ 6:30pm -  

Our Southern California Worship Service and Bible Study will be held NEXT Sunday, August 

11th @ 6:30pm.  We plan to meet in the conference room at Kevin Fossum's workplace.   

The location is near the Ontario airport. Here is the address:   
                                                 

Total Transportation & Distribution   

9278 Charles Smith Ave.    

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730  

 

CLC News - Pastor Michael Gurath of Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church, Phoenix, AZ 

has received the call to Grace Lutheran Church, Sleepy Eye, MN. <> Pastor Samuel 

Rodebaugh has received the call to St. John’s Lutheran Church, Okabena, MN following 

Pastor James Albrecht’s retirement at the end of the year. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8729663333

