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January 5, 2025 + Epiphany Sunday

We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning.
We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.
We invite you to join us every Sunday. Please sign our guestbook in the entry.

i Preparation for Worship: Read Psalm 139 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible) ¥

Our Worship Services will be Posted to Our Website Each Sunday Evening.
To Watch our Worship Service Online Please Click This Link:

https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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Opening Hymn: 396 Arise and Shine in Splendor LSB 396
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1 A - rise and shine in splen - dor; Let night to day sur -
2 See earth in dark - ness ly - ing, The hea-then na - tions
3 The world’s re - mot - est rac - es, Up - on whose wea - ry
4 Lift up youreyes in won - der— See, na - tions gath - er
5 Your heart will leap for glad - ness When from the realms of
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ren - der. Your light 1is draw-ing near. A - bove, the
dy - ing In hope - less gloom and night. To you the
fac - es The sun looks from the sky, Shall run with
yon - der From sin to be set free. The world has
sad - ness They come from near and far. Your eyes will
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day is beam - ing, In match - less beau - ty
Lord of heav - en—  Your life, your hope— has
zeal un - tir - ing,  With joy  Your light de -
heard Your sto - ry; Her sons come  to Your
wake from slum - ber As peo - ple with - out
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gleam - ing; The glo - ry of the Lord is here.
giv. - en Great glo - ry, hon - or, and de - light
sir - ing That breaks up - on them from on high.
glo - r1y; Her daugh - ters haste Your light to see.
num - ber Re - joice to see the Morn - ing Star.

Text: Martin Opitz, 1597-1639; tr. Gerhard Gieschen, 1899-1987, alt.
Tune: Heinrich Isaac, c. 1450-1517

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862

Tune: Public domain



Invocation

We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

[P} In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

(P] If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore we stand in awe of You.

(P] Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession and Absolution

We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power
to become the children of God and gives them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who
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has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Amen.

Kyrie Latin for “O Lord.” We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life. LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis Latin for “Glory to God in the highest.” LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.




Salutation (‘Greeting”) and Prayer of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} We pray:

Lord God, by the leading of a star You once made known to the nations Your one and only
Son. Guide us, also, who know Him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of Your
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who, lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6 (NKJV)

Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you. 2

For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the
LORD will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall
come to your light, And kings to the brightness of your rising. *" Lift up your eyes all
around, and see: They all gather together, they come to you; Your sons shall come
from afar, And your daughters shall be nursed at your side. * Then you shall see and
become radiant, And your heart shall swell with joy; Because the abundance of the
sea shall be turned to you, The wealth of the Gentiles shall come to you. ° The
multitude of camels shall cover your land, The dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; All
those from Sheba shall come; They shall bring gold and incense, And they shall
proclaim the praises of the LORD.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Matthew 2:1-12 (NKJV)

(P) The Gospel reading is Matthew 2:1-12.
Glory to You, O Lord.



Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2saying, "Where is
He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East
and have come to worship Him." 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. % And when he had gathered all the
chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where
the Christ was to be born. °So they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for
thus it is written by the prophet: ¢ 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a
Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.' " 7 Then Herod, when he had
secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star
appeared. & And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search
carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back
word to me, that | may come and worship Him also." ? When they heard the
king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East
went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was.
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. ' And
when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His
mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their
treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12
Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod,
they departed for their own country another way.
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(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Alleluia and Verse

When God speaks to us in His Word it is natural for us to respond. We sing “Allelujah!”—meaning, “Praise the Lord!”
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Nicene Creed we boldly confess what we believe.

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father,

by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
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come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Installation of Church Officers

Hymn of the Day: 397 As with Gladness Men of Old LSB 397
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1 As with glad-ness men of old Did the guid-ing star be-hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav - ior, to Thy low -1y bed,
3 As they of -fered gifts most rare At Thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je -sus, ev - 'ry day Keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav’'n-ly coun - try bright Need they no cre - at - ed light;
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As  with joy they hailed its light, Lead - ing on - ward, beam-ing bright;
There to  bend the knee be - fore Thee,whom heav’'n and earth a - dore;
So may we with ho -ly joy, Pure and free from sin’s al - loy,

And when earth-ly things are past, Bring our ran-somed souls at last

Thou its light, its joy, its crown, Thou its sun which goes not down;
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So, most gra-cious Lord, may we Ev - er-more be led by Thee.
So may we with will - ing feet Ev - er seek Thy mer-cy seat.

All our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds Thy glo - ry hide.
There for-ev -er may we sing Al - le - lu - ias to our King.

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt.
Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon Text: Ephesians 3:2-12 (NKJV)

21f indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given
to me for you, *how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as |
have briefly written already, *by which, when you read, you may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ), °which in other ages was not made known to
the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and
prophets: °that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers
of His promise in Christ through the gospel, ’ of which | became a minister
according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His
power. 8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given,
that | should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, °and to
make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the
ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; ' to the
intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church
to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, ' according to the eternal
purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, '?in whom we have
boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.

Sermon Theme: As Gentiles We Rejoice in the Manifestation of
Jesus also Being our Savior.



Offertory  1sB 956

Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re - new

a right spir - it with-in me. Cast me not a - way
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from me. Re-store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va-tion;
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and up-hold me with Thy free spir - it A - men.

Public domain

Offering We offer our gifts to the Lord, remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him.

Prayer of the Church
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Sermon Hymn 409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing LSB 409
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1 Hail, O Source of ev - ‘ry bless-ing, Fa - ther of our
2 Once far off but now in - vit - ed, We  ap-proach Your
3 Hail, O all - in - it - ing Sav - ior! Gen -tiles now their
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hu - man race! Gen - tiles now, Your grace pos-sess-ing, In Your
sa - cred throne, In Your cov - € - nant u - nit - ed, Rec - on -
of - f'rings bring, In  Your tem-ples seek Your fa - vor, Je - sus
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courts ob - tain a place. Grate-ful now, we fall be -fore You,
ciled, re-deemed, made one. Now re-vealed to east - ern sa - ges,
Christ, our Lord and King. May we, bod -y, soul, and spir - it,
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In  Your Church re - joice to live, See Your glo - ry
See the Star of Mer - cy shine, Mys - try  hid in
Live de - vot - ed to Your praise, Glo - rious realms of
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and a-dore You, Thank - ful for the grace You give.
for - mer a - ges, Mys - try great of love di - vine.
bliss in - her - it, Grate - ful an - thems ev - er raise.

Text: Basil Woodd, 1760-1831, alt.

Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen

Text and tune: Public domain
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Service of the Sacrament

Now we approach the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in which Jesus comes to bless us with His very body and blood. We
move toward the Sacrament with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration.

Preface LSB 208

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

(P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P] It is truly fitting, right, and spiritually beneficial that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks unto You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come
together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes
again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
singing:

Sanctus Latin: “Holy.” LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;

Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P} We give You thanks, O Lord our God, for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ and His cross. Give us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body

and blood. In His name we pray, as we now join in the prayer that He taught us:
Amen

Lord's Prayer LSB 209
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution

The words spoken by Jesus the night He instituted the Lord’s Supper, by which our Lord assured to His Church the real
presence of His body and blood in the Sacrament.

Pax Domini (“The Peace of the Lord”) LSB 209

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei LSB 210
Latin: “Lamb of God.” Jesus is the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29)
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(8] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, O Lord, we  pray.

The Distribution

i  For the distribution we will start with those who would like to partake of the Lord’s Supper
from the pew. After that, those who would like to come up to the altar steps will partake as
directed by our usher.

Note to our Guests: We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning. The Word of God treats the
Lord'’s Supper with great care. The Word of God considers the Lord’s Supper to be a wonderful Means of
Grace — a way in which Christ forgives and blesses. It is also considered an opportunity for congregations
to express unity and oneness (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) — that is, to say to the world “This is what we
believe!” But God's Word also warns against taking the Sacrament to our judgment (1 Corinthians
11:2730). For these reasons our congregation asks that you fully understand our teachings before
partaking. We respectfully ask that those who have joined this congregation through public confession of
faith, or who are members of another congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (CLC)
approach the altar at the usher’s direction. By following this practice we do not make any judgment on
your faith. Rather we do this out of love for you, as a public confession of our unity, and out of obedience
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to and love for God’s Word. Speak to our pastor anytime and he will be glad to provide the information
you would need — and want. We look forward to communing together, Lord willing, in the future.

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
Latin: “Now Dismiss.” Simeon’s words after seeing the Christ Child. (Luke 2:29-32)
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Benediction 7he blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26).

(P] The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The
LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men

Closing Hymn: 810 O God of God, O Light of Light  1s8370
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10 God of God, O Light of Lightt O Prince of Peace and
2 For deep in proph-ets’ sa-cred page, And grand in  po - ets’
3 That life of truth, those deeds of love, That death so steeped in
4 Then raise to Christ a might-y song, And shout His name, His
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praise for - ev - er rings. To Him who sits up - on the throne,
saw their com - ing Lord; Till through the deep Ju - de - an night
King once crowned with thorn. Lift up your heads, O might-y gates!
earth, your  an - them swell! All hail, O Lamb for sin-ners slain!
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The Lamb once slain but raised a - gain, Be all the glo - ry
Rang out the song, “Good-will to men!” Sung once by first- born
So sang that host be - yond our ken. Lift up your heads, your
For - ev - er let the song as-cend! Wor - thy the Lamb, en-
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He has won, All thanks and praise! A - men, a - men.
sons of light, It ech - oes now, “Good - will!’”” A - men.
King a - waits. We lift them up. A - men, a - men
throned to reign, All glo - ry, powr! A - men, a - men

Text: John Julian, 1839-1913, alt.
Tune: Johann Storls . . . Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, 1744, Stuttgart
Text and tune: Public domain
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Adapted from Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book
Scripture quotations marked Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982
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Announcements
Today 10:00 a.m. Epiphany Sunday Worship Service with Holy Communion
1/5/25 11:00 a.m. Voters’ Call Meeting

Church Council Meeting

Undecorating and putting away Christmas Decorations
Next Sunday 10:00 a.m. Worship Service
1/12/25 Annual Reports due to be sent in

Voters’ Call Meeting Since Pastor Maas has returned our call to him, the voters will hold a call
meeting today after the worship service. For voters unable to attend the meeting in person
you can participate Via Zoom on this link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86876579256?pwd=N0I1aS9QK0svanBsViNiMW8vZnVJQT09

The Installation of the Church Officers will take place during our worship service today.
The following are the officers for St. Stephen in 2025: Timothy Blank - President, Jan
Messerschmitt - Vice President and Chairman of the Board of Elders, Gary Fenton — Secretary,
Brenton Horrillo — Treasurer, Mark Gullerud - Financial Secretary, Isaac Schmitt — Chairman of
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the Board of Missions, Michael Horrillo - Chairman of the Board of Property, Michael
Slattengren — Chairman of the Board of Education.

Church Council Meeting will be held today after the voters’ meeting. This meeting will be in
place of the scheduled meeting later this month.

Undecorating and Putting Away of the Christmas decorations in the church will take place
after the service today. As many as possible of helping hands to do this would be
appreciated.

SSLS resumes their classes this week. May the Lord bless the teaching and learning which
takes place in the classroom in the new year.

Church Calendars for January are available in the distribution boxes. Also, extra copies can
be found on the table in the narthex.

Annual Reports from the different boards are due by Sunday, January 12%". They should be sent
to Gary Fenton for assembling into one copy.

Annual Report Meeting will be held on the following Sunday of January 19",

Ladies Auxiliary will be held on the last Sunday in January after the worship service.
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