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We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning.
We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.
We invite you to join us every Sunday. Please sign our guestbook in the entry.

T Preparation for Worship: Read Psalm 21 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible)

Our Worship Services will be Posted to Our Website Each Sunday Evening.
To Watch our Worship Service Online Please Click This Link:

https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html



http://www.sslcwest.org/
https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html

Opening Hymn 901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (LSB 901)
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10 - pen now thy gates of beau-ty; Zi - on, let me
2 Gra - cious God, I come be - fore Thee;, Come Thou al - so
3 Here Thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed; Here Thy seed is
4 Thou my faith in - crease and quick-en; Let me keep Thy
5 Speak, O God, and I  will hear Thee; Let Thy will be
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en - ter there, Where my soul in joy - ful du - ty
un - to me. Where we find Thee and a - dore Thee,
du - ly sown. Let my soul, where it is  plant - ed,
gift di - vine, How - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick - en;
done in - deed. May I un - dis - turbed draw near Thee
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Waits for Him who an - SWers prayer. Oh, how bless-ed
There a heav’'n on earth must be. To my heart, O
Bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone, So that all I
May Thy Word still o’er me shine As my guid - ing
While Thou dost Thy peo - ple feed. Here of life the
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is this  place, Filled with sol - ace, light, and grace!
en - ter Thou; Let it be Thy tem - ple now!
hear may be Fruit - ful un - to life in me.
star through life, As my com - fort in all strife.
foun - tain  flows; Here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650-80
Text and tune: Public domain

SERVICE OF THE WORD

(Worship Supplement, p. 12)

Invocation

We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

®) In the name of the Father and o
Amen.

f the Son and of the Holy Spirit.



Confession and Absolution

We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.

P} We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve Him as
His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless
ways | have sinned against You and do not deserve to be called Your child.
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, | pray: Have mercy upon me according to
Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

P} God our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. Through faith in
Him, which was created in you by the Holy Spirit, you are His own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to His will.

Amen.

Kyrie Latin for “O Lord.” We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life. WS. p. 13

7 Lord have mercy on us. Christ have mercy on us. Lord have mercy on us.

Gloria in Excelsis Latin for “Glory to God in the highest.” W.S. p. 13

52 Glory to God, we give You thanks and praise;
Of heav'nly joy and peace on earth we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heav’'nly King.

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son,

You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.

O Lamb of God, Your glorious vict'ry won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within.

Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord,
At God'’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’nly host we glorify.
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Prayer of the Day

P} We pray:
Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of Your people. Grant them the wisdom to
know the things that please You and the grace and power always to accomplish
them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading 2 Kings 5:1-14 (NKJV)

Now Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great and
honorable man in the eyes of his master, because by him the LORD had
given victory to Syria. He was also a mighty man of valor, but a leper. ? And
the Syrians had gone out on raids, and had brought back captive a young
girl from the land of Israel. She waited on Naaman's wife. 3 Then she said to
her mistress, "If only my master were with the prophet who is in Samaria!
For he would heal him of his leprosy." 4 And Naaman went in and told his
master, saying, "Thus and thus said the girl who is from the land of Israel."
® Then the king of Syria said, "Go now, and | will send a letter to the king of
Israel.” So he departed and took with him ten talents of silver, six thousand
shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothing. ¢ Then he brought the letter to
the king of Israel, which said, Now be advised, when this letter comes to you,
that | have sent Naaman my servant to you, that you may heal him of his
leprosy. 7 And it happened, when the king of Israel read the letter, that he
tore his clothes and said, "Am I God, to kill and make alive, that this man
sends a man to me to heal him of his leprosy? Therefore please consider, and
see how he seeks a quarrel with me." 2 So it was, when Elisha the man of
God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, that he sent to the
king, saying, "Why have you torn your clothes? Please let him come to me,
and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel." ° Then Naaman went
with his horses and chariot, and he stood at the door of Elisha's house. °
And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go and wash in the Jordan
seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be clean."
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" But Naaman became furious, and went away and said, "Indeed, I said to
myself, 'He will surely come out to me, and stand and call on the name of
the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.'
2"Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than
all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?" So he
turned and went away in a rage. ' And his servants came near and spoke to
him, and said, "My father, if the prophet had told you to do something great,
would you not have done it? How much more then, when he says to you,
'Wash, and be clean'?" '* So he went down and dipped seven times in the
Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh was
restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

Second Reading Mark 1:40-45 (NKJV)

[P) The second reading is from Mark 1:40-45

4 Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to
Him, "If You are willing, You can make me clean." *' Then Jesus, moved with
compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, "I am
willing; be cleansed." *’ As soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy
left him, and he was cleansed. ** And He strictly warned him and sent him
away at once, *‘ and said to him, "See that you say nothing to anyone; but go
your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing those things
which Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." * However, he went out
and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the matter, so that Jesus could
no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in deserted places; and they
came to Him from every direction.

Sanctify us by Your truth, O LORD. Your Word is truth!
(P] Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it!



Alleluia and Verse
When God speaks to us in His Word it is natural for us to respond. We sing “Allelujah!”—meaning, “Praise the Lord!”

5 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Apostles' Creed We boldly confess what we believe. WS. p. 15

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: 693 O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace (LSB 693)
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1 O Ho-ly Spir-it, grant us grace That we our Lord and Sav - ior
2 Help us that we Thy sav-ing Word In faith-ful hearts may trea- sure;
3 And when our earth-ly race is run, Death’s bit-ter hour im-pend-ing,
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In faith and fer- vent love em-brace And tru-ly serve Him ev - er.
Let e’er that Bread of Life af-ford New grace in rich - est mea-sure.
Then may Thy work in us be-gun Con -tin-ue till life’s end-ing,

6



The hour of death can - not bring loss When we are shel-tered
O make us die to ev-'ry sin, FEach day cre - ate new
Un - til we glad -ly may com-mend Our souls in - to our
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by the  cross That can - celed our trans - gres - sions.
life with - in, That fruits of faith may flour - ish.
Sav - ior’s hand, The  crown of life ob - tain - ing.

Text: Bartholomé&us Ringwaldt, 1532-99; tr. Oluf H. Smeby, 1851-1929, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Text: Corinthians 9:24-27 24 Do you not know that those who run in
a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may
obtain it. 2° And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all
things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an
imperishable crown. 2¢ Therefore | run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus |
fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But | discipline my body and bring it
into subjection, lest, when | have preached to others, | myself should
become disqualified. (NKJV)

Sermon Theme: Running the Race of Faith to Obtain the Crown of
Everlasting Life.

W.s. p. 16

e Create in me a clean heart, O God,
And renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence,
Take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation.
Uphold with Your Spirit free.



Offering We offer our gifts to the Lord, remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him.
(T If you have an offering to give today, please place it in the plate in the church entryway. )

Sermon Hymn: 664 Fight the Good Fight (LSB 664)
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1 Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is  your
2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; Lift up your
3 Cast care a - side, lean on your guide; His bound-less
4 Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; He chang - es
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strength, and  Christ your right. Lay hold on life, and
eyes, and  seek His face. Life with its way be -
mer - Cy will pro - vide. Trust, and en - dur - ing
not who  holds you dear; On - ly be-lieve, and
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it shall  be Your joy and crown e - ter - nal - ly.
fore us lies; Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
faith  shall prove Christ is your life and Christ your love.
you will see  That Christ is all e - ter - nal - ly

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-75, alt.
Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, 1821, New York
Text and tune: Public domain

Prayers We bring our prayers to God.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction 1he blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26).
P} The LORD bless you and keep you.

The LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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1 Guide me, O Thou great Re - deem-er, Pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain Whence the heal - ing
3 When 1 tread the verge of  Jor - dan, Bid my  anx - ious
) # . p— — .
[l # I I I | | | I— | il I ]
6‘ T P> I I | | I ! INT | I [ !
d | | | | =I I =I
L \QJ)I I I d I. I :
bar - ren land. I am weak, but Thou art might - y;
stream doth flow; Let the fi - ery, cloud -y pil - lar
fears  sub - side; Death of death and hell’s de - struc-tion,
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Hold me with Thy pow’r - ful hand. Bread of heav - en,
Lead me all my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - ’rer,
Land me safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs  of prais - es,

f) & . — ]

o=a— ; — F—H y L e e
bread of heav - en, Feed me till 1 want no
strong de - liv - ’rer, Be Thou still my strength and
songs of prais - es I will ev - er give to
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more; Feed me till | want no  more.
shield; Be Thou still my strength and shield.
Thee; 1 will ev - er give to Thee.

(LSB 918)

Text: William Williams, 1717-91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722-96, alt.; (sts. 2—-3): tr. William Williams, 1717-91

Tune: John Hughes, 1873-1932
Text and tune: Public domain
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today:
2/16/25 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

11:00 a.m. Choir Practice

11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting
Next Sunday:
2/23/25 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

11:00 a.m. Choir Practice

11:15 a.m. Ladies’ Auxiliary Meeting
Upcoming:

Wednesday, March 5th 6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship Service

Online Worship Services -https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html

Church Directory St. Stephen’s church directory has been updated for 2025. You will find a
copy of it on the stand near the front door of the church. Please check through it for your
information, family members, and others who are unable to do this in person. Make any
necessary corrections. We will leave the copy of the directory there for a number of Sundays
in order to give people enough time to look it over. Thank you.

CLC CALL NEWS Sam Naumann of Eau Claire, WI, has received the call to Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, Loveland, CO <> Pastor Cory Drehle of Berea Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls,
SD, has received the call to Faith Lutheran Church, Manchester, MO.
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