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St. Stephen Lutheran Church   

Member congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (clclutheran.org) 
320 Moorpark Way - Mountain View, California  94041-1600  

  
Vacancy Pastor: Mark Gullerud  

Email: markgull76@hotmail.com Cell: (605) 282-9185  
  

Online Video Production: Chris Holt, Michael 
Slattengren,  

           
 Website: sslcwest.org  

                  Church Office: (650) 964-5915 
  

St. Stephen Lutheran School Staff: Isaac & Mikkela Schmitt (Teachers),  Julia 
Bernthal (Administrator), Isaac Schmitt (Principal)  

School Office: (650) 961-2071 School Website: ssls.org  
  

April 6, 2025      Lent 5 
 

  
 We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning.  

We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.   
We invite you to join us every Sunday.  Please sign our guestbook in the entry.  

  
  

  Preparation for Worship:  Read Psalm 126 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible)   

  
Our Worship Services will be Posted to Our Website Each Sunday Evening.  

To Watch our Worship Service Online Please Click This Link:   
  

 https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html   

http://www.sslcwest.org/
http://www.sslcwest.org/
https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html


  2  
 

 
Opening Hymn: 435 Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain                        LSB 435 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  
  

Invocation 
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C  Amen.  
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P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C  who made heaven and earth.  
P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  
C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore we stand in awe of You.  
  
P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  

 

 Confession and Absolution    
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.   

P  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

  

P  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 
to become the children of God and gives them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who 
has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.   

 

C  Amen.  
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Kyrie  Latin for “O Lord.” We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life.    LSB 204  

   
  
Gloria in Excelsis  Latin for “Glory to God in the highest.”              LSB 204  
  

  

 
Salutation (“Greeting”) and Prayer of the Day    

P  The Lord be with you.  
C  And also with you.  



  5  
 

  
  
 

P We pray:  
Almighty and everlasting God, who sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon 
Him our flesh and suffer death upon the cross that all mankind might be eternally 
redeemed through Him, mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of His 
patience and also be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and 
forever. 
C  Amen 

THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
According to the Four Gospels (New King James Version) 

VI -- The King on a Cross 

Then they crucified Him there, and two others with Him, robbers and criminals, one on the 
right hand, and the other on the left, and Jesus in the center. So the Scripture was fulfilled 
which says, "And He was numbered with the transgressors." Now it was the third hour 
(9:00am; Jewish time) when they crucified Him. 

Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they do."   

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and divided them up 
among themselves into four parts, to each soldier a part, casting lots for them to 
determine what every man should take. Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the 
top in one piece. They said therefore among themselves, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots 
for it, whose it shall be;" that the Scripture might be fulfilled, which says, "They divided My 
garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots." Therefore the soldiers did 
these things; and sitting down, they kept watch over Him there. 

Now Pilate wrote a title or inscription of His accusation over Him. And the soldiers put it 
above His head on the cross. And it was written: "THIS IS JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE 
KING OF THE JEWS." Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus 
was crucified was near the city; and it was written in letters of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 
Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write 'The King of the Jews', but 
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'He said, "'I am the King of the Jews'"." Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have 
written."  

And the people stood, looking on, and those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging 
their heads, and saying, "Aha! You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross." 

Likewise even the rulers, the chief priests, together with the scribes, the Pharisees, and 
the elders, sneered at Him and mocked Him among themselves, and said, "He saved 
others; Himself He cannot save. Let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the Chosen of 
God. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, that we may see 
and believe in Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He will have Him; for He 
said, 'I am the Son of God'." 

And the soldiers also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour wine, and saying, "If 
You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!" 

Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the same thing. One of the 
criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, "If You are the Christ, save Yourself 
and us!" 

But the other answering rebuked him, saying, "Do you not even fear God, seeing you are 
under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of 
our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong." Then he said to Jesus, "Lord, 
remember me when You come into Your kingdom!"  

And Jesus said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise." 

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife 
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple 
whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold your son!" Then He 
said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from that hour that disciple took her to his 
own home.   

And it was about the sixth hour (12:00 noon). Then the sun was darkened. And there was 
darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour (3:00pm). And at the ninth hour Jesus cried 
out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani!" Which is translated, "My God, 
My God, why have You forsaken Me?"  And when some of those who stood by heard that, 
they said, "Look! This Man is calling for Elijah." 
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After this, Jesus, seeing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled, said, "I thirst."  Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there. Then 
immediately someone ran, and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed, 
on hyssop, and put it to His mouth, and offered it to Him to drink. He and the others said, 
"Let Him alone! Let us see if Elijah will come to save Him and take Him down."  So when 
Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" 

And when Jesus had cried out again with a loud voice, He said, "Father, into Your hand I 
commend My spirit." And having said this, He bowed His head, and gave up His spirit, 
and breathed His last.  Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom, and the earth quaked; and the rocks were split, and the graves were opened; and 
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the 
graves after His resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 

Now when the centurion, who stood opposite Jesus, saw what had happened, and that 
He cried out like this, he glorified God, saying, "Certainly this was a righteous Man." 
When the centurion, and those with him who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake 
and the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, "Truly this Man was the 
Son of God." 

  
Nicene Creed  We boldly confess what we believe.            LSB 206  

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible.  
  
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,      
begotten of His Father before all worlds,  
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father,  
     by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
     He suffered and was buried.  
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     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.  
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,      
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.  
 

Sermon Hymn 448  O Darkest Woe                                LSB  448
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5 Such innocence! 
His countenance 
    A fount of faith undying! 
Worlds on worlds cannot contain 
    Grief at Him here lying. 

  
6 O Virgin’s Son, 
What Thou hast won 
    Is far beyond all telling: 
How our God, detested, died, 
    Hell and devil felling. 

  
7 O Jesus Christ, 
Who sacrificed 
    Thy life for lifeless mortals: 
Be my life in death and bring 
    Me to heaven’s portals! 
Text (st. 1): Friedrich von Spee, 1591–1635; (st. 1): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–7): Johann Rist, 1607–67; (sts. 2–7): 
tr. Joseph Herl, 1959 
Tune: Himmlische Harmony, 1628, Mainz 
Text (sts. 2–7): © Joseph Herl. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862 
Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain 

  
Isaiah’s Passion History 

Sermon Text: Isaiah 53:9   And they made His grave with the wicked -- But with 
the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in 
His mouth. (NKJV) 
 
Sermon Theme: Isaiah Prophesies Jesus’ Burial and its Significance.                                     
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Offertory   LSB 956  

 
Public domain  
   

Offering  We offer our gifts to the Lord, remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him.  
   

Prayer of the Church  
 
Hymn of the Day 634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord         LSB 634                    
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5 We dare not ask how this can be, 
But simply hold the mystery 
And trust this word where life begins: 
“Given and shed for all your sins.” 
  
6 They who this word do not believe 
This food unworthily receive, 
Salvation here will never find— 
May we this warning keep in mind! 
  
7 But blest is each believing guest 
Who in these promises finds rest; 
For Jesus shall in love remain 
With all who here His grace obtain. 
  
8 Help us sincerely to believe 
That we may worthily receive 
Your Supper and in You find rest. 
Amen! They who believe are blest. 
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Text (sts. 1–4, 6–8): Haquin Spegel, 1645–1714; (sts. 1–4, 6–8): tr. Olof Olsson, 1841–1900, alt.; (st. 5): composite 
Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  
Service of the Sacrament 

Now we approach the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in which Jesus comes to bless us with His very body and blood. We 
move toward the Sacrament with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration.  

Preface   LSB 208  

P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you.  
  

P  Lift up your hearts.  
C  We lift them up to the Lord.  
  

 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

  

P   It is truly fitting, right, and spiritually beneficial that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks unto You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come 
together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes 
again in glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
singing:    
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Sanctus  Latin: “Holy.”                   LSB 208  

  

  
  
Prayer of Thanksgiving    

P  We give You thanks, O Lord our God, for the redemption You have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ and His cross.  Give us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully 
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body 
and blood.  In His name we pray, as we now join in the prayer that He taught us:  

 
Lord's Prayer   LSB 209  

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,   
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  give 
us this day our daily bread;  

       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;       
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
  
Choir Anthem  “And We Remember” 
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The Words of Institution  
The words spoken by Jesus the night He instituted the Lord’s Supper, by which our Lord assured to His Church the real 
presence of His body and blood in the Sacrament.  

  
Pax Domini (“The Peace of the Lord”)   LSB 209  

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C  Amen.  

 
Agnus Dei                     LSB 210 Latin: “Lamb 
of God.”  Jesus is the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29)  

 
  
The Distribution  

  For the distribution we will start with those who would like to partake of the Lord’s Supper 
from the pew.  After that, those who would like to come up to the altar steps will partake as 
directed by our usher.    
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 Note to our Guests: We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning.  The Word of God treats the  
Lord’s Supper with great care.  The Word of God considers the Lord’s Supper to be a wonderful Means of 
Grace – a way in which Christ forgives and blesses. It is also considered an opportunity for congregations 
to express unity and oneness (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) – that is, to say to the world “This is what we 
believe!” But God’s Word also warns against taking the Sacrament to our judgment (1 Corinthians 
11:2730).  For these reasons our congregation asks that you fully understand our teachings before 
partaking. We respectfully ask that those who have joined this congregation through public confession of 
faith, or who are members of another congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (CLC) 
approach the altar at the usher’s direction. By following this practice we do not make any judgment on 
your faith. Rather we do this out of love for you, as a public confession of our unity, and out of obedience 
to and love for God’s Word.  Speak to our pastor anytime and he will be glad to provide the information 
you would need – and want. We look forward to communing together, Lord willing, in the future.   
 
Nunc Dimittis   LSB 211 Latin: “Now Dismiss.”  Simeon’s words after seeing the Christ Child. (Luke 2:29-32)   
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 Benediction  The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26).  
  

P  The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The 
LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.  
  

  
  

Closing Hymn:  923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word    LSB 923 
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Text (sts. 1–2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 
  

   Acknowledgments   Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.  
Adapted from Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book   

Scripture quotations marked Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 
by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission.  All rights reserved.  

  
  

Announcements  
Today  10:00 a.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion 
4/6/25  11:00 a.m. Voter’s Call Meeting 
Tuesday 5:30 p.m.   Board of Education Meeting 
4/8/25 
Next Sunday 10:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship Service 
4/13/25 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 
Upcoming:    
4/18/25 6:30 p.m. Good Friday Service with Holy Communion 
4/20/25 10:00 a.m. Easter Worship Service 
  11:00 a.m. Easter Brunch 
 

Voters’ Call Meeting Since Pastor Schuetze has returned our call to him, the voters will 
hold a call meeting today after the worship service. For voters unable to attend the 
meeting in person you can participate Via Zoom. Please text President Blank (530-574-
6459) to inform him of the pastor you are voting for. Here is the Zoom link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86876579256?pwd=N0I1aS9QK0svanBsVjNiMW8vZnVJQT09 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86876579256?pwd=N0I1aS9QK0svanBsVjNiMW8vZnVJQT09
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Easter Brunch Sign-up Sheet can be found on the stand at the entryway of the church 
where those planning to attend and bring food for it can list their names and the food 
that will be brought for the meal. Thank you. 
 
CLC CALL NEWS Pastor Paul Krause of Trinity Lutheran Church and School, Watertown, 
SD, and Zion Lutheran Church, Hidewood Township, SD, has returned the call to Faith 
Lutheran Church, Manchester, MO. <> Missionary Peter Evensen of Togo, West Africa, 
has received the call to Faith Lutheran Church, Manchester, MO. <> Mrs. Vanessa Wales 
and Mrs. Danielle Sippert have accepted their calls from Grace Lutheran School, Sleepy 
Eye, MN, to teach language arts and other courses for the 2025-2026 school year. <> 
Pastor Paul Tiefel, Jr of Messiah Lutheran Church, Eau Claire, WI, has announced 
his retirement as of August, 2025. <> Teacher Amy Mielke of Messiah Lutheran School, 
Eau Claire, WI, has received the call to Luther Memorial School, Fond du Lac WI.  
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