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St. Stephen Lutheran Church 

Member congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (clclutheran.org) 
 

320 Moorpark Way - Mountain View, California  94041-1600 
Mark Gullerud: Vacancy Pastor 

Email: markgull76@hotmail.com     Cell: (605) 282-9185 
Church Office: (650) 964-5915   

 

Online Video Production: Chris Holt, Michael Slattengren 
 

Website: sslcwest.org 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran School Staff: Isaac & Mikkela Schmitt (Teachers),  
Julia Bernthal (Administrator), Isaac Schmitt (Principal) 

 

 
School Office: (650) 961-2071 School Website: ssls.org 

 

April 20, 2025     Easter Festival Service 
 

 
 We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning. 

We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.  
We invite you to join us every Sunday.   

 
 

 Preparation for Worship:  Read Psalm 118 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible)  
 

Our Worship Service 
will be Posted to Our Website Each Sunday Evening. 

To Watch our Worship Service Online Please Click This Link:  
 

 https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 
 

 

http://www.sslcwest.org/
https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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Opening Prayer 
 
Opening Hymn 457 Jesus Christ is Risen Today  LSB 457 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, London, alt.; (sts. 1–3): Latin, 14th cent.; (st. 4): Charles Wesley, 1707–88 
Tune: Lyra Davidica, 1708, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 
  

Invocation 
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
P In the name of the Father, and of Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Responsive Reading 
P Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! 
P This is the day the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. Hallelujah! 
P He is risen, Hallelujah!: 
C Why do you seek the Living among the dead? Hallelujah! 
P Remember how He spoke unto you, Hallelujah! 
C The Son of Man must be crucified and the third day rise again. Hallelujah!   
Hallelujah! 
P Now Christ is risen from the dead,  
C and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.   
P For since by man came death,  
C by Man also came the resurrection of the dead.   
P For as in Adam all die,  
C even so in Christ all shall be made alive. Hallelujah! 

 
Confession  

We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.  
 

P God is light and in Him is no darkness at all 
C If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 

C ut if confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:5, 7-9) 

P Let us then join in making confession of our sins to God our Father and seek His 
forgiveness. 

C Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness, blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me completely from my iniquity and cleanse me from all 
my sin. For I confess my transgressions; and my sin is ever before me. Against 
You, You only, have I sinned and done this evil in Your sight. Restore unto me 
the joy of Your salvation. 
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Absolution 
The LORD declares His forgiveness through His called servant. 

In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and was raised again 
for our justification. Because of His death in our place, God forgives us all our sins. 
Therefore according to our Lord’s command, in His Name and in His stead I forgive you 
all your sins. To those who place their trust alone in Jesus as their Savior He gives the 
right to become the children of God, and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, 
who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ!  
C  Amen 
 

“Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”  LSB 811 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658–1734; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.  Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862  Tune: Public domain 

 
P Let us pray: 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, who through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
has overcome death and opened wide the gate of everlasting life, we pray, send Your 
Holy Spirit into our hearts that we might ever trust in Jesus as our living Savior and be 
filled with the peace and joy that He alone can give. Grant that we, who have been raised 
spiritually with Him through baptism, may walk in the newness of life and ever rejoice in 
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the hope of sharing His glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with You and the 
Holy Spirit be dominion and praise now and forever. 
 C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading 
Job 19:23-27  23 " Oh, that my words were written! Oh, that they were inscribed in a 
book!  24 That they were engraved on a rock With an iron pen and lead, forever!  25 For I 
know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth;  26 And after my 
skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God,  27 Whom I shall see for 
myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! 
(NKJV) 

 
Gospel Reading 

Luke 24:1-12  Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and 
certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had 
prepared.  2 But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb.  3 Then they went in 
and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  4 And it happened, as they were greatly 
perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments.  5 Then, 
as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, "Why do you 
seek the living among the dead?  6 "He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke 
to you when He was still in Galilee,  7 "saying, 'The Son of Man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.' "  8 And they 
remembered His words.  9 Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to 
the eleven and to all the rest.  10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles.  11 And 
their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them.  12 But Peter 
arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by 
themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened. (NKJV) 

 
Easter Confession of Faith 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of Man, Lord of lords and Savior 
of the fallen world. I believe that He is the Word made flesh, Who came to 
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earth to redeem all sinners. He was born under the Law, to fulfill all of God’s 
commandments on my behalf. He was crucified at the hands of sinful men, 
and endured all the punishment that I and all sinners deserved, to fully satisfy 
the justice of God. He died and was buried. 
 
I believe that on the third day Jesus Christ rose bodily from the dead, as the 
prophets foretold and as He Himself promised. Proved by the inspired 
Scriptures and by many eyewitnesses, Jesus’ resurrection shows that He is 
God’s Son, that His mission of salvation is complete, and that He has 
triumphed over death, our last great enemy.  

 
With this victory, Christ has become our forerunner, the first-fruits of all who 
sleep in Him. Because He rose, I and all who trust in His redeeming work shall 
rise on the Last Day. Because He lives, I too shall live. For He has promised me: 
“I am the Resurrection and the Life. He who believes in Me, though he may 
die, he shall live.  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.”  This 
is most certainly true. 

 
Hymn 490  Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won                          LSB 490 
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Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 15:20-23   20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has 
become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  21 For since by man came death, 
by Man also came the resurrection of the dead.  22 For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ all shall be made alive.  23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 
afterward those who are Christ's at His coming. (NKJV) 
Sermon Theme: Jesus’ Resurrection Assures Us of Our Resurrection unto Life 
Everlasting. 
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Offertory  LSB 956 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
Offering  We offer our gifts to the Lord, remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him. 
                       The collection plate to receive your offering can be found on the table in the entryway. 

 
Prayer of the Church  We bring our prayers to God. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  LSB 209 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Hymn 461 st.1-6 I Know That My Redeemer Lives  LSB 461 

 

 

 
  

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 
He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 
  
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 
He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr. 
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Benediction  The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26). 
 

P     The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 
Hymn 461 st.7,8 I Know That My Redeemer Lives  LSB 461 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 
He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 
  
8 He lives, all glory to His name! 
He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr. 
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 Acknowledgments - Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission.  
All rights reserved. 

Announcements 

Today  10:00 a.m. Easter Festival Service 
4/20/25 11:00 a.m. Easter Brunch 
4/21-25/25 SSLS Spring Break (No School) 
4/27/25 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
  11:00 a.m. Choir Practice 
Easter Brunch Following the service this morning, all are welcome to share with us the 
meal that will be served in the fellowship hall. Depending on what you prefer, the meal 
can be eaten either in the fellowship hall or outside at the picnic tables. 
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